Introduction to Sociology

Spring 2020
Guidelines for Critical Response Paper

The papers you write for this assignment require you to bridge course readings, in-class material, and your own ideas.  You will choose TWO of the following five topics/questions, and submit a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay by the stated due date.  Please be sure to choose according to your interests, as opposed to simply selecting the topics and questions that is due later in the term.  Because you have ample choice, there will be NO late papers allowed.  They MUST be turned in hardcopy.  Emailed papers will not be graded.  To be clear, you will each hand TWO papers each worth 12.5% of your final grade.


I am happy to look at outlines and drafts of the papers prior to the due date.  The drafts can be emailed or handed in in-person.  One of the things I will be checking for is plagiarism, which is the use of someone else’s words or ideas without giving proper credit.  IF YOU ARE UNSURE AS TO WHAT CONSTITUTUES PLAGIARISM, PLEASE SEE ME BEFORE YOU EVEN START THE DRAFT.


Along these lines, note well that some of the paper topics require you to write about concepts that you could find out about through online searches, rather than through course material.  Please do not be tempted to use this approach.  This assignment is geared to have you engage course material we cover together (not online material you are trying to self-educate yourself about.)         


The most common question about this assignment that I receive is: “What am I supposed to write?”  It is a good question.  What I am looking for is that you make a sincere attempt to generate your own interpretations of the readings and course material that are referred to in each paper topic/question.  These papers are a chance for you to demonstrate creative, sociological thinking.  Take it seriously and use your analytical instincts, and you will be fine.  I hope that I will see many of you in person to discuss the assignment further!

Option 4 - 
What are the principles that “McDonaldization” (George Ritzer’s term) imposes on our lives?  Are there ways you can see the effects of McDonaldization in your life, beyond just fast-food chains and grocery stores?  Are there times or places in life when you feel that McDonaldization is more or less acceptable?  In other words, are there examples where McDonaldization is especially good or bad?

Option 5 - 
After reading The Saints and the Roughnecks, did you find yourself surprised by what the researcher uncovered?    What did the researcher find out?  Do you know of any similar situations from your own life or from what you’ve seen through the media?  Finally, what do you see as the connection, if any, between what went on in the lives of the boys studied in the article, and the way our society treats white collar and other crimes?       

